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Our theme for 2022 is "Resiliency Through Adversity." As 2022 progresses, we will strive to incorporate
our theme into various aspects of our organization, both internally and externally. Keep an eye on our
various social media platforms to see all the ways our 2022 theme presents itself throughout the year.

FUNDING PARTNERS:
THE JAMES FOUNDATION

The James Foundation is just one of our funding
partners here at the Community Foundation.
Created by Vicki and Rick James in 2011, The
James Foundation was established with the
intention to serve the community, enhance
educational opportunities, and inspire change. The
James Foundation shows interest in granting to
projects focused on community and education. They
also offer competitive scholarships to graduates of
high schools in DeKalb County.
To learn more about The James Foundation and the
work they do, visit www.thejamesfoundation.org.

UNITED WAY
DAY OF CARING
This year's Day of Caring will be held on Friday, June
24, 2022. They are seeking hard-working volunteers
to complete service projects for organizations and
homeowners. Project and volunteer applications are
available
on
the
United
Way
website
(www.unitedwaydekalb.org) and are due to the
United Way office by May 6, 2022. The goal of this
event is to connect homeowners and nonprofit
agencies with needs to enthusiastic volunteers ready
to help complete projects for the overall benefit of an
improved community.
Last year, with the help of generous sponsors, this
event brought together 604 volunteers to complete
52 projects for homeowners and nonprofit agencies
like exterior painting, trimming bushes, weeding
flower beds, staining handicapped accessible ramps,
etc. Each year this event strives to help more people
and impact more lives, and this year will be no
exception!

DEKALB HUMANE SOCIETY ENDOWMENT FUND
The DeKalb Humane Society became a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization in 1976. They are a no-kill shelter serving
DeKalb County with the mission of placing animals in their care into forever homes; educating the public about
responsible animal ownership and welfare including spaying and neutering; and raising awareness about animal
neglect and abuse. They have been at their current location on US 6 in Butler for 47 years, and are in the final stages
of moving into their newly built facility on CR 11A in late summer.
The DeKalb Humane Society created an endowment fund with the Community Foundation in 2021. The purpose of
the fund is to provide support to the general operations and future programs of the Humane Society. Whether you
give directly to the Humane Society for what they need today or give to their endowment fund for future needs, the
organization is a great choice for animal-loving philanthropists young and old.
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BOARD MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
Justin Clark
Justin Clark is a lifelong resident of DeKalb County. Justin
graduated from DeKalb High School in 1998. After
graduating he obtained his Business Degree from Ivy Tech.
He furthered his education with his acceptance to the
College of Mortuary Science and now owns Feller and Clark
Funeral Home in Auburn and Waterloo. In January of 2021,
he purchased and co-owns Cricket’s 7th Street Bar and
Grille, along with his father, Jack, and son, Bailey.
Justin lives in Auburn with his companion Kelly, they have a
son Bailey who attends the University of Saint Francis. In
Justin’s spare time he enjoys watching his son play golf.
Justin was extremely honored to become a member of the
Board of Directors for the Community Foundation DeKalb
County.

WHAT DOES PHILANTHROPY MEAN TO ME?
"I had a mentor of mine compare philanthropy work to "society's housework." After some
pondering on what that meant, I believe that to be true. Not only do I love philanthropy, but I love
the people who make philanthropy possible. The people in the nonprofit sector, specifically in
DeKalb County are some of the most intelligent, kind, and hard-working people I know. These
people came alongside me as a young professional and have shaped the world I see and work in
today. The people in the nonprofit sector deal with the most challenging issues with the highest
level of oversight, with the least amount of resources. That is powerful! Philanthropy to me is the
act of removing barriers. It means thinking outside the box, even when the box is beaten up and
hardly hanging on. It's collaboration, partnership, and a never-ending amount of hope. It's data,
experiences, progress, and passion. Philanthropy is the pathway to change and the people of
philanthropy are elbow deep into society's housework and are forging the path to a better future."
Allie Cochran
Membership Engagement Director
YMCA of DeKalb County, Inc.
Member of the Foundation’s Community Engagement Committee
June 2020
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